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1. Acceptance of Terms 

By accessing or using the Jackson Heart Study (JHS) public website, you agree to be bound by 
these Terms of Use and all applicable federal and state laws. If you do not agree to these terms, 
please discontinue use of this site. Wake Forest Health Sciences / Advocate Health reserves the 
right to modify these terms at any time. Continued use of the site following notification of any 
change constitutes acceptance of the revised terms. 

 

2. About This Website 

The JHS public website is operated by the Jackson Heart Study Data Coordinating Center (JHS 
DCC) under contract with the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The site provides general 
information about the Jackson Heart Study, supports the scientific community through access to 
study publications and research resources, facilitates requests for access to de-identified study 
data, and provides communication tools for authorized study staff and collaborators. 

 

This website does not contain participant-level data, personally identifiable information (PII), or 
Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI). All sensitive research data is maintained in a separate, 
access-controlled secure research environment subject to federal data security requirements. 

 

3. General Use of the Site 

Use of this website is permitted for lawful, non-commercial purposes consistent with the mission 
of the Jackson Heart Study. You agree not to: 

• Attempt to gain unauthorized access to any system, account, restricted area, or data. 

• Use automated tools, bots, or scrapers to harvest or extract content from this site without 
prior written authorization from the JHS DCC. 

• Submit false, misleading, or fraudulent information through any form or request 
mechanism on this site. 

• Engage in any activity that disrupts, damages, or impairs the operation of this site or its 
underlying systems. 

• Misrepresent your identity, institutional affiliation, or research credentials in any 
communication or request submitted through this site. 

• Use site content for commercial purposes without prior written permission. 

 



4. Authenticated Features and Account Responsibilities 

Certain features of this website require an authorized account, including the JHS Publications 
Tool, the Staff Directory, and the ability to submit requests to the Coordinating Center. Access to 
these features is limited to individuals who have been granted authorization by the JHS DCC. 

 

4.1 Account Security 

• You are responsible for maintaining the confidentiality of your login credentials 

• You must not share your account credentials with any other individual 

• You must notify the JHS DCC immediately if you suspect your account has been 
compromised 

• You are responsible for all activity that occurs under your account 

 

4.2 Publications Tool 

The Publications Tool provides authorized users with access to JHS study publications, 
manuscripts in review, and related research resources. Use of materials accessed through this 
tool is subject to the intellectual property provisions in Section 6 of these Terms of Use and all 
applicable JHS and NIH publication policies. Unauthorized distribution of prepublication or 
embargoed materials is strictly prohibited. 

 

4.3 Staff Directory 

The Staff Directory is provided for legitimate study coordination and communication purposes. 
Contact information contained in the Staff Directory may not be used for solicitation, marketing, 
or any purpose unrelated to official JHS study business. Bulk extraction or export of directory 
information is prohibited. 

 

4.4 Coordinating Center Requests 

Authorized users may submit requests to the JHS Coordinating Center through this site. All 
requests must be submitted in good faith, accurately represent the requester's identity and 
institutional affiliation, and comply with applicable JHS policies and procedures. The JHS DCC 
reserves the right to decline, defer, or request additional information for any submission. 

 

4.5 System Use Notification 

Use of authenticated features of this site is subject to monitoring in accordance with federal 
requirements. By logging in, you acknowledge that your activity may be logged and audited. There 
is no expectation of privacy with respect to activity conducted within authenticated areas of this 
site. 

 

5. De-identified Data Access Requests 



The JHS DCC facilitates requests for access to de-identified Jackson Heart Study data for 

qualified researchers. Access to JHS data requires either an approved Proposal or Ancillary Study, 

and a fully executed Data and Materials Distribution Agreement (DMDA): 

https://jhs.phs.wakehealth.edu/public/dspDataAccess.cfm. Submission of a data access request 

through this site does not constitute approval of access. All requests are subject to review and 
approval in accordance with current JHS data access policies. 

 

By submitting a data access request, you acknowledge and agree that: 

• All information provided in your request is accurate and complete. 

• Access, if granted, will be governed by a separate Data Use Agreement (DUA) executed 
between your institution and the JHS DCC. 

• Approved data may only be used for the specific research purpose described in your 
approved request. 

• Re-identification of de-identified data is strictly prohibited. 

• Any publication or presentation resulting from use of JHS data must comply with JHS 
and NIH publication policies and include required funding acknowledgments. 

• Data access may be suspended or revoked for failure to comply with the terms of the 
executed DUA or applicable policies. 

 

6. Intellectual Property 

Content published on this site, including text, graphics, study summaries, publications, and data 
documentation, is the property of Wake Forest Health Sciences / Advocate Health and/or the 
Jackson Heart Study investigators, or is used with permission. The Jackson Heart Study is 
supported by the National Institutes of Health. 

 

You may reference, link to, or cite content from this site for non-commercial educational or 
research purposes, provided that appropriate attribution to the Jackson Heart Study and NIH 
funding support is included. The following uses require prior written permission from the JHS 
DCC: 

• Reproduction or redistribution of site content for commercial purposes. 

• Incorporation of site content into other publications, products, or websites beyond brief 
citation or reference. 

• Use of JHS study name, logo, or branding in any form. 

 

NIH funding acknowledgment requirements apply to any publication, presentation, or other work 
product that references or makes use of JHS data, resources, or findings. Researchers should 
consult current NIH and JHS publication policies for specific acknowledgment language. 

 

7. Disclaimers 

Content on this site is provided for general informational and research communication purposes 
only and does not constitute medical advice, clinical guidance, or a recommendation for any 



particular course of treatment or action. The JHS DCC makes reasonable efforts to ensure the 
accuracy and currency of site content but does not warrant that all content is complete, current, 
or free from error. 

 

The JHS DCC does not guarantee uninterrupted availability of this site and shall not be liable for 
any loss resulting from temporary unavailability due to scheduled or unscheduled maintenance, 
technical failure, or security-related actions. 

 

8. Third-Party Links 

This site may contain links to external websites, including NIH, partner institutions, and related 
research resources. These links are provided for informational convenience only. The JHS DCC 
does not endorse, control, or assume responsibility for the content, privacy practices, or accuracy 
of any third-party site. Users are encouraged to review the privacy policies and terms of use of 
any external site they visit. 

 

9. Privacy 

Use of this site is also governed by the JHS DCC Privacy Policy, which is incorporated into these 
Terms of Use by reference. The Privacy Policy describes what information is collected when you 
visit this site, how it is used, and how it is protected. By using this site, you consent to the data 
practices described in the Privacy Policy. 

 

10. Governing Law 

These Terms of Use are governed by applicable federal law and the laws of the State of North 
Carolina. Any dispute arising from the use of this site shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the 
appropriate federal or state courts. 

 

11. Contact Information 

Questions regarding these Terms of Use, data access requests, or use of site content should be 

directed to: Jackson Heart Study Data Coordinating Center, Wake Forest University 
Health Sciences 

 
Mailing Address: Jackson Heart Study Coordinating Center, WFUHS  / Biostatistics and 
Data Sciences, Medical Center Boulevard, Winston-Salem, NC 27157 
 

JHS DCC General Inquiries, Data Access & Website Administrator:  JHSCC@wfusm.edu 

 
Phone Number: 336-716-1336 

mailto:JHSCC@wfusm.edu
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